SUNDAY 11th SEPTEMBER – BEACON VISION & VALUES 1 – SAVED AND ADDED
Today marks the start of a series of sermons based on our new Vision & Values booklet which explains what it means to be a Christian, added to the Church, growing as a disciple of Jesus Christ and how we see this worked out here at The Beacon Church. It’s nothing new and lots of churches will have something similar. It will be used mainly for those who want to join us in membership as part of an introductory course, as we think it is important that we take time to talk over our understanding of the gospel and what is expected of members in this local church and what they can expect of us, so that those joining us, do so on clear ground.

In using this as a basis for sermons on Sundays in no way puts into question those who are already members, but we thought it would be good for you to be familiar with what we will be teaching. We are not treating this material as we would in a joining course, where we would go through it in detail, but rather give an overview and highlighting just a few of the main points of teaching contained in each module. 

Today we are covering pages 1 – 4 under the title: Saved and Added.

In essence this module is about the Church of Jesus Christ and how we become part of it. In fact we could say that the whole booklet is about the Church.
How do you feel about that? Does that excite you, or cause your heart to sink? I heard people say, “Jesus is great, but I’m not sure about the Church.”
Without doubt, the idea of the Church engenders all sorts of thoughts, feelings and emotions, depending on people’s understanding and experience. From the proverbial “man in the street” you might get a whole range of comments, if we asked him, ”what do you think of the Church?” Some would be very negative, some indifferent and some more positive perhaps. 

Whilst people’s views of the Church are important and may represent a challenge to us, for those of us who believe in a sovereign, creator God, whose idea the Church is, the most important question is: what does God think of the Church?
From the scriptures we see that the Church is central to His plan for mankind and the future of this world. It is central to His rescue package for the mess that mankind has made of himself. And, maybe, surprisingly to some, in the Bible, the Church is spoken of in the most glorious and exalted way. The church is God’s treasured possession, the apple of His eye and something he sacrificed His very best to bring into being. For example, we are told that:

· It’s God’s Church, He brought it to birth; it’s His from first to last.
· It’s through the Church that He has chosen to display His multi-coloured wisdom.

· Christ loved the Church and gave himself up for her.

· Christ’s ultimate rule and authority will be for the Church.
· The Church is the eternal companion (bride) God has chosen for His beloved Son
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So why the contrast between what many people see and experience of the Church, with what apparently God sees and delights in?
First we must be clear on our definition of the Church.

On our introduction page there is the statement:

“Church is not what we do; church is what we are”
Understandably, the world at large makes its judgements of the Church by what it sees and experiences and what it sees we can call the Visible Church, either worldwide, or local, with many, many different styles and expressions and clearly it is an imperfect Church as we see it.
The problem is that at any one time, or place, the Church is a mixture, made up of those who are qualified and added by God and those who aren’t. But God sees what we might call the Invisible Church, made up only of those who are uniquely qualified by Him, not by any merit of their own, but by God Himself as an act of Grace and it is perfect as He sees it.
Let me make it clear, there is no one denomination, or local congregation that can claim for itself to be the Invisible, or True Church. (USA)
This difference between the Visible Church and the Invisible Church is not a problem to God. Jesus made it clear in his parables that we don’t need to go weeding through the Visible Church, rooting out those who are not true believers. God will do that at the end of the age. But rather we are to let both grow together with the hope that those who are not yet believers will soon qualify.

One purpose of this book is to help those who are seeking membership to understand what uniquely qualifies them firstly to be part of God’s universal Church (and this is expressed on page 3 in a quote from Wayne Grudem where he says, “The Church is the community of all true believers for all time.”) and then subsequently, to be part of the local Church.

Let me say at this point, that we wholeheartedly welcome anyone who wants to participate in our community, whether on Sundays or during the week, whether in worship or just socially, But Jesus said that narrow is the way that leads to eternal life and our earnest desire is to help people find that way and be part of God’s True Church.
So, what is the unique, God given qualification for being a genuine member of the Church of Jesus Christ? It starts with God’s divine initiative. On page 1 we quote that, “God loves us enough to have planned the ultimate rescue mission all along. Central to that mission is the death and resurrection of Jesus, His Son. The Bible makes it clear that we need to be rescued from the consequences of our sin and rebellion.
 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4 who gave himself for our sins to rescue us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, Gal 1:3-4

They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath. 1 Thess. 1:9-10
3
Not only are we saved from the consequences of our sins, but God performs a miracle of transformation in our lives in response to our faith in what Jesus has done on our behalf. It’s a miracle that makes us brand new people with a brand new relationship to God. This miracle is like a diamond, it’s multi-faceted. Some of those facets are listed on page 1. Such as:

· We are born again by the Spirit of God

· We are reconciled to God

· We are adopted into His family

And the NT is full of teaching on the glories of these facets, these aspects of God’s salvation, but one word is frequently used to sum up this miracle and it is the word SAVED!
The connection between being saved and membership of the Church is illustrated by what happened on the Day of Pentecost as recorded in the Acts of the Apostles, chapter 2.
40 days after Jesus had been crucified and risen from the dead, before there was a Church, on a Jewish feast day, called Pentecost, there in Jerusalem, 120 of Jesus disciples we filled with the Holy Spirit and as they spilled out on the street a large crowd gathered. Peter preaches to them that the Jesus that they crucified, God has declared him to be both Lord and Christ.
This brought the people under conviction of sin and they asked the apostles, “What shall we do?” Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
From this time onward, when people came to faith in Jesus Christ, they were baptised as a sign that they had repented of sin and had accepted Jesus Christ as Lord. Although the act of baptism does not save you, it is seen as an integral part of the process. Later, in his letters to the churches, Paul explains the deeper significance of this act, which is covered on page 4 of the booklet.
After Peter had preached we read that, “Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day”.
A little later we read, “And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. As we read on we see that they became part of a new community of love an devotion to the Lord and to one another, very characteristic of a family and here we could say that the Church was born.
It was abundantly clear from the outset, that individualistic Christianity was not, and never will be part of God’s plan for believers. Our Christian life begins by us being born again into God’s family and, like newborn babes, we need to grow and mature. This is a work of the Holy Spirit to gradually make us more like Jesus and the primary context for this, the environment that God has chosen, is the local church. Most of the NT teaching on discipleship is about learning to live with other believers where we put aside our independence and selfishness and we learn to submit to one another, serve one another, forgive one another, encourage one another and above all to love one another deeply.
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If we opt out of being wholeheartedly involved in local church life, which includes accepting that we are accountable to others, then we deny the Holy Spirit the greatest opportunity to form Christ in us. Also, we cannot express the unity which Jesus said would be a major factor in convincing the world that God sent Jesus into the world. This is a unity, not of people with similar background, social group or interest, but people who, because of their devotion to Jesus have learned to break down the barriers that cause suspicion and fragment our society.
There are those who say that you don’t need to belong to the local church to be a Christian. It’s about “Jesus and Me” Technically that is true, as some people are denied the opportunity, but it is never an option for the apostles and actually, people who say this are probably expressing an ungodly independence that has no place in God’s purposes.
So then, SAVED AND ADDED, both are works of God. 

We cannot save ourselves, but we can respond with faith in what God has done in Christ to deal with our sin and make us fit to be His children.

In all sorts of ways we can be part of the VISIBLE CHURCH. But to be part of the TRUE CHURCH, God’s glorious plan for the ages, to be joined to His Son for ever, to be part of the celebration at the end of the age where Jesus the bridegroom welcomes His bride the Church to share in the new heaven and earth, God has to qualify us, God has to join us and he does that to all who are saved
Are you someone who is a true believer in Jesus Christ but have never committed yourself wholeheartedly to a local church. Why not do it today?

Are you someone who, although involved in church life, know that you have never truly trusted Jesus as your saviour and Lord and now realise that you are not part of the Church as God sees it. Why not do it today?
