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Real Faith (15) Jephthah – God’s Favour despite our Weakness 
Sunday 24th October 2010





Julian Barnard
Jephthah’s story is covered in Judges 10:6 – 12:7 & Hebrews 11:32
Judges11:39 let’s deal with fulfilling the vow first.

Did he or didn’t he actually physically sacrifice his daughter?
This is God’s Word and sometimes it’s tough to understand. 
i) Some would say that he actually sacrificed his daughter to fulfil his vow. This would have had to happen because what we say is so important. 

ii). The Bible says thou shall not kill and a fathers role is to protect
iii). For his daughter to die a virgin would mean that as Jephthah’s only daughter he would have no inheritance to pass on. Culturally terrible.
How is this applicable to us today? Let us apply God’s Word to our lives
· Be careful what you say
· Be careful what you promise

· Understand the power of words (James 3:1-6) 
Be careful what we say even in humour to one another. (especially within our marriages and church family life).
Seven reasons why is Jephthah given as an example of faith Heb11:32 
1. People of Faith understand their ultimate Parentage

Despite his natural parentage, he knew who he was before God. There was nothing that Jephthah could do about his parentage. He like us had to make choices. We too have a new parentage when we are saved. 
See John 3, Romans 8:14 – 16, 1 Peter 2:9-11.
2. People of Faith will experience tough Preparation

People of faith in Hebrews 11 encountered terrible rejection, loneliness and misunderstanding. Yet this is all part of the way God builds character into us. 
3. People of Faith can be ultimately vindicated 

Judges 11:6-11. In years past you may have been rejected but there can be restoration. But also for some the reverse may be true. Perhaps in a time of immaturity or pride in the past you rejected a Godly person. Now you recognise your need of them. Simply put it right. Ask for their forgiveness and move on. Bitterness usually hurts only one person more than any other – me!
4. People of Faith move from the Practical to Prayer
11:11 Jephthah became their leader and immediately laid it all before God.  ‘Jephthah spoke all his words before the LORD’ NASV
5. People of Faith are filled with the Spirit of God
Judges 11:29 Jephthah was filled with the Spirit of God which gave him great courage, strength, zeal and passion to succeed in battle.
Simply – be being filled with the Holy Spirit of God! Ephesians 5:18
6. People of Faith often have Weaknesses & Character Flaws

Being filled with the Spirit does not override our character flaws and weaknesses. Just because you were used by God does not mean you have arrived at Christian maturity. Get hold of that truth!

Yes ask to be filled with the Spirit often, but also ask for others to speak into your life. Faithful are the wounds of a friend. Submit – Jesus did!
7. People of Faith can make foolish promises
Be filled with the Spirit and step out in faith.

However, fear can taint our enthusiasm and understand that all we can have comes as a gift of Grace from God. Jephthah had a niggling doubt that somehow he needed to do something to prove he deserved victory. 
But it’s all about grace. Jesus has paid the price in full.

Receive His grace and beware of hasty vows. Ecclesiastes 5:2-7
Conclusion

Jephthah’s had no quality close relationships. (maybe as a result of his upbringing). Those around him were adventurers (NIV) or worthless men (NASB) Judges 11:3 – so beware who you share your life before. 
Let’s hear God speak to us afresh about stepping out in faith. Faith is a gift from God and not self generated. Terry Virgo said (at Together on a Mission 2010), “take the knocks and look to The King. Don’t be surprised by conflict, battles are inevitable. Don’t entertain thoughts of defeat for we know, all things work together for good. Strength in perfected in weakness 
Philippians 4:12, Daniel 10:19.


 (Also see Terry Virgo’s blog)
Walk with Him in faith, engage with God, come to an end of yourself and move into engagement with the Holy Spirit. Even in set backs, step out. Get back into faith after a set back. Be strong in the Lord”
I believe the Lord says to all of us in Beacon afresh, ‘be strong’!

Questions and Discussion for Cell Groups

· Have I done everything I have promised to do? Do I need to be fulfil or be released from a promise I made through enthusiasm or guilt?

· Do I honestly live an accountable life or do I prefer independence – In my heart I say, “It’s Just me and God thank you very much” 

· Is there a character flaw you may be prepared to share at Cell and ask for prayer, support and future accountability?

· Do I need to be filled again with the Spirit of God? A fresh boldness, sense of purpose and calling, strengthening and energy

· Give examples of how God’s wonderful grace has given you victory, encouragement or increased your faith.

Pray for one another and encourage one another in the grace and goodness of God, shown through Jesus’ death and resurrection

So then, just as you have received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in Him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness - Colossians 2:6
