God’s Fruity People - John  15.1-17 – Sunday 19/-7/09
On the fourth section of our purpose statement: “Living life Jesus’ way, by His Spirit, on His mission, for His glory”. How do we glorify Him?
1. "Abide in me"

This is all about relationship with our loving Father! Nothing we say or do will change how much God loves us as His children!
A branch on its own cannot produce life; it needs to draw that life from the vine... Thus "Abide" = keeping in fellowship with Christ, so His life works thru us to produce... fruit! A continual, daily, personal relationship with our Saviour.
Abiding is not automatic ("abide in me" is a command/request, not an assumption): it demands worship, meditating on the Word, prayer, sacrifice, service - and all breathes new life in us!

2. Bearing fruit
How do we glorify God? v8: by bearing fruit & also see v16 - we have been chosen/appointed for it!

Whether we bear fruit or not affects not just ourselves, but others too... Jesus says that (v2) "every branch that DOES bear fruit will be pruned, in order that it may bear MORE fruit"
"PRUNING IS GOOD FOR ME!!!"
1. The removal of dead branches (v6):
· removing the dead tissue that brings disease and weakness
· Whether that means unbelievers or disciplining believers failing to produce fruit – the message is the same: Get right with God, do it quick!
2. The pruning of the other branches:
· Pruning revitalizes a plant by removing weak, problematic, or excessive growths... so energy goes into further fruit and isn't wasted
· = trimming the living tissue (anything that is – not necessarily wrong - robbing us of spiritual vigour which should be focussed elsewhere)... in practical terms, this can be conviction; chastening/discipline; circumstances changing or not changing, and so on...
We are chosen and appointed... to bear fruit... for His glory
3. The Crop

1. CHARACTER: The fruit of the spirit (Gal 5.22-23) = Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control...

2. Winning others for Christ is fruit: Rom 1.13

3. Growth in holiness & obedience: Rom 6.22
4. Giving /generosity: Rom 15.28: “what has been collected (Gr=sealed to them this fruit)”
5. Service: Col 1.10
6. Praise: We are meant to use fruity language! Heb 13.15
CELL QUESTIONS:

1. Share examples of pruning in your lives (circumstances/conviction, etc) and how you’ve grown/learnt as a result...
2. How can we as God’s people avoid being “lukewarm” in our current post-modern, post-Christian culture? What are the pitfalls to keep a lookout for?
3. Take another look at the listed fruit of the Spirit that Paul gives us in Gal 5.22-23: any of those you'd particularly like to see more of in your life right now? Pray for each other...


